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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This document is a Final Office Action on the merits. This action is responsive 
to the following communications: Response to Office Action, which was filed on April 
14, 2006. 

2. Claims 1-25 are currently pending in the case, with claims 1, 7, 13, 17, 18, 19, 
20, and 23 being the independent claims. 

3. Claims 1-25 are rejected. 



Claims Rejection - 35 U.S.C. 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Usami, et al (U.S. Patent 5,363,480, issued November 8, 1994) [hereinafter "Usami"] in 
view of Orr, et al. (U.S. Patent 5,895,477, issued April 20, 1999) [hereinafter "Orr"]. 

Regarding independent claim 1, as amended, Usami in view of Orr teaches: 

A document processing apparatus for a structured document formed by at 
least one group having a specific attribute, wherein each of the at least one 
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group contains at least one page, each of which has a print attribute, said 

apparatus comprising: 

a display controller which controls display of an object as an image 

indicating at least one original page contained in the document; 

an instruction unit which accepts and instruction from a user to insert a 

new page into the document, on a screen on which the object is displayed as the 

image by said display controller; and 

an editor which edits the document so as to generate a new group 

containing the new page and to insert the new group into the document in 

accordance with the instruction accepted by said instruction unit, 

wherein said display controller controls display of the objects including an 

object corresponding to the new group, using the document edited by said editor. 
(Usami teaches a multiple page display for word processing including editing with a 
display controller that displays images of the original pages, but it does not expressly 
teach displaying a document structure with and original page contained in the object 
and does not teach an inserting a new group of pages. 

Orr teaches a display controller that displays document structure and the original 
pages, and further, teaches the insertion of a plurality of objects to the original 
♦documents via a tree structure, and such object may include pages. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the teachings of Usami with Orr to result in a word processing 
program that displayed the document by pages and to make insertions by pages 
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because both programs deal with the creation an manipulation of electronic documents. 
Suggestion for a page by page insertion according to the invention of Orr is taught by 
Orr in Figures 1 and 2, teaching a saved document that is edited through a user 
interface with an associated edited version which is then processed to a multi-page 
information presentation.) 

Regarding dependent claim 2, as amended, Usami in view of Orr teaches: 

The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said display controller 
displays a selection window capable of selecting whether to edit the document so 
as to insert the new group containing the designated original page to a 
designated position or whether to move a designated original page to the 
designated position in accordance with designation of the original page and the 
position of the objects, and said editor performs editing processing in accordance 
with selection in the selection window. 

(See rejection of Claim 1, above, and see also, Orr, Figures 1-2, teaching an editing 

window with "File," "Edit," "View," and "Insert" functions.) 

Regarding dependent claim 3, as amended, Usami in view of Orr teaches: 

The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the group has a group 
attribute, and said editor causes the new inserted group to inherit an attribute of 
the group. 
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(See rejection of Claim 1, above, and see also, Orr, col. 3, lines 27-34, teaching 
matching the edited content to the original content.) 

Regarding dependent claim 4, Usami in view of Orr teaches: 

The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the group has a group 
attribute, and said editor gives a predetermined attribute to the new inserted 
group. 

(See rejection of Claim 1, above, and see also, Orr, col. 3, lines 27-34, teaching 
matching the content to new components in the design tree.) 

Regarding dependent claim 5, as amended, Usami in view of Orr teaches: 

The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the group has a group 
attribute, said editor causes said display controller to display a selection window 
capable of selecting whether to cause the new inserted group to inherit an 
attribute of the group, or whether to give a predetermined attribute, and said 
editor performs editing processing in accordance with selection in the selection 
window. 

(See rejection of Claim 1 , above, and see also, Orr, claim 7, teaching use of a content 
drop table to determine the content type to be used.) 

Regarding dependent claim 6, Usami in view of Orr teaches: 
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The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the group of the original 
pages is made to correspond to a layer of a data structure having at least one 
chapter which forms a document, and at least one original page is made to 
correspond to a lower layer of the data structure of the chapter. 
(See rejection of Claim 1, above. In addition, since the invention displays a series of 
pages, it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
that the pages displayed may constitute a chapter that forms a document. Further, see, 
Orr, Figure 31, teaching that the original page may be modified to any form in the tree 
structure.) 

Regarding claims 7-12, as amended, claims 7-12 incorporate substantially similar 
subject matter as claimed in claims 1-6, respectively, and are rejected along the same 
rationale. 

Regarding independent claim 13, Usami in view of Orr teaches: 

A document processing method of processing original data having a print 
format as an attribute, comprising steps of: 

holding original data in a tree structure by giving an attribute to each node; 

and 

when separating arbitrary partial tree data in the tree structure into a 
plurality of partial tree data, replacing an attribute of each separated partial tree 
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with an attribute of a node of the partial tree data in accordance with an attribute 
before separation. 

(Usami teaches a multiple page display for word processing including editing with a 
display controller that displays images of the original pages, bit it does not expressly 
teach displaying a document structure with and original page contained in the object 
and does not teach an inserting a new group of pages. 

Orr teaches a display controller that displays document structure and the original 
pages, and further, teaches the insertion of a plurality of objects to the original 
documents via a tree structure, and such object may include pages. In addition, Orr 
teaches a "design facet" that is part of the "design tree" of the composition tree 
structure. See, Orr, Figures 5A-7, and col. 15, line 62 through col. 16, lines 51. Further, 
see, Orr, col. 26, lines 26-32, teaching that the attribute of text in a dropped object may 
be changed or stay the same according to different user choices.) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the teachings of Usami with Orr to result in a word processing 
program that displayed the document by pages and to make insertions by pages with 
and without attribute modifications because both programs deal with the creation an 
manipulation of electronic documents. Suggestion for a page by page insertion 
according to the invention of Orr is taught by Orr in Figures 1 and 2, teaching a saved 
document that is edited through a user interface with an associated edited version 
which is then processed to a multi-page information presentation.) 
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Regarding dependent claim 14, Usami in view of Orr teaches: 

The method according to claim 13, wherein the attribute of the separated 
partial tree includes an attribute value before separation. 
(See rejection of claim 14 above, and, in addition, see Orr, col. 26, lines 26-31, teaching 
that the attributes of the added material (separated partial tree) may retain its original 
attributes.) 

Regarding dependent claim 15, Usami in view of Orr teaches: 

The method according to claim 13, wherein the attribute of the separated 
partial tree includes an attribute value designated by a user. 
(See rejection of claim 14 above, and, in addition, see Orr, claim 7, teaching that the 
attributes of the added material (separated partial tree) may be selected by the user 
from a content drop table.) 

Regarding dependent claim 16, Usami in view of Orr teaches: 

The method according to claim 13, wherein the attribute of the separated 
partial tree can be selectively applied by a user from a plurality of attribute setting 
methods. 

(See rejection of claim 14 above, and, in addition, see Orr, claim 7, teaching that the 
attributes of the added material (separated partial tree) may be selected by the user 
from a content drop table.) 
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Regarding independent claim 17, Usami in view of Orr teaches: 

A document processing apparatus which processes original data having a 
print format as an attribute, comprising: 

a holding unit which holds original data in a tree structure by giving an 
attribute to each node; and 

a replacement unit which, when arbitrary partial tree data in the tree 
structure held by said holding unit is separated into a plurality of partial tree data, 
replaces an attribute of each separated partial tree with an attribute of a node of 
the partial tree data in accordance with an attribute before separation. 
(Usami teaches a multiple page display for word processing including editing with a 
display controller that displays images of the original pages, bit it does not expressly 
teach displaying a document structure with and original page contained in the object 
and does not teach an inserting a new group of pages. 

Orr teaches a display controller that displays document structure and the original 
pages, and further, teaches the insertion of a plurality of objects to the original 
documents via a tree structure, and such object may include pages. In addition, Orr 
teaches a "design facet" that is part of the "design tree" of the composition tree 
structure. See, Orr, Figures 5A-7, and col. 15, line 62 through col. 16, lines 51. Further, 
see, Orr, col. 26, lines 26-32, teaching that the size attribute of text, which is a print 
attribute, in a dropped object may be changed or stay the same according to different 
user choices.) 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the teachings of Usami with Orr to result in a word processing 
program that displayed the document by pages and to make insertions by pages with 
and without attribute modifications because both programs deal with the creation an 
manipulation of electronic documents. Suggestion for a page by page insertion 
according to the invention of Orr is taught by Orr in Figures 1 and 2, teaching a saved 
document that is edited through a user interface with an associated edited version 
which is then processed to a multi-page information presentation.) 

Regarding independent claim 18, Usami in view of Orr teaches: 

A program stored on a computer readable storage medium, said program 
for causing a computer to process a structured document formed by at least one 
group having a specific attribute, wherein each of the at least one group contains 
at least one page, each of which has a print attribute, wherein the program 
comprises: 

code for a display control step of controlling display of an object as an 
image indicating at least one original page contained in the document; 

a code for an instruction accepting step of accepting an instruction from a 
user to insert a new page into the document, on a screen on which the object is 
displayed as the image in said display control step; and 
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code for an editing step of editing the document so as to generate a new 
group containing the new page and to insert the new group into a document in 
accordance with the instruction accepted in said instruction accepting step, 

wherein in the display control step, display of the image objects, including 
an object corresponding to the new group, is controlled using the document 
edited in the editing step. 
(Usami teaches a multiple page display for word processing including editing with a 
display controller that displays images of the original pages, bit it does not expressly 
teach displaying a document structure with and original page contained in the object 
and does not teach an inserting a new group of pages. 

Orr teaches a display controller that displays document structure and the original 
pages, and further, teaches the insertion of a plurality of objects to the original 
documents via a tree structure, and such object may include pages. In addition, Orr 
teaches a "design facet" that is part of the "design tree" of the composition tree 
structure. See, Orr, Figures 5A-7, and col. 15, line 62 through col. 16, lines 51. Further 
see, Orr, Figures 1-2, and 29, teaching control of the object in the editing step.) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the teachings of Usami with Orr to result in a word processing 
program that displayed the document by pages and to make insertions by pages with 
and without attribute modifications because both programs deal with the creation an 
manipulation of electronic documents. Suggestion for a page by page insertion 
according to the invention of Orr is taught by Orr in Figures 1 and 2, teaching a saved 
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document that is edited through a user interface with an associated edited version 
which is then processed to a multi-page information presentation.) 

Regarding independent claim 19, as amended, Usami in view of Orr teaches: 

A program stored on a computer-readable medium, said program for 
causing a computer to process original data having a print format as an attribute, 
comprising: 

code for a step of holding original data in a tree structure by giving an 

attribute to each node; and 

code for a step of, when separating arbitrary partial tree data in the tree 

structure into a plurality of partial tree data, replacing an attribute of each 

separated partial tree with an attribute of a node of the partial tree data in 

accordance with an attribute before separation. 
(Usami teaches a multiple page display for word processing including editing with a 
display controller that displays images of the original pages, bit it does not expressly 
teach displaying a document structure with and original page contained in the object 
and does not teach an inserting a new group of pages. 

Orr teaches a display controller that displays document structure and the original 
pages, and further, teaches the insertion of a plurality of objects to the original 
documents via a tree structure, and such object may include pages. In addition, Orr 
teaches a "design facet" that is part of the "design tree" of the composition tree 
structure. See, Orr, Figures 5A-7, and col. 15, line 62 through col. 16, lines 51. Further, 
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see, Orr, claim 17, teaching that modification of the content to be dropped, the partial 
tree data, may be edited within the tree structure.) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the teachings of Usami with Orr to result in a word processing 
program that displayed the document by pages and to make insertions by pages with 
and without attribute modifications because both programs deal with the creation an 
manipulation of electronic documents. Suggestion for a page by page insertion 
according to the invention of Orr is taught by Orr in Figures 1 and 2, teaching a saved 
document that is edited through a user interface with an associated edited version 
which is then processed to a multi-page information presentation.) 

5. Claims 20-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Orr, et al. (U.S. Patent 5,895,477, issued April 20, 1999) [hereinafter "Orr"]. 

Regarding independent claim 20, Orr teaches: 

A document processing apparatus for processing document data 

containing chapters, each of which contains pages, comprising: 
obtainment means for obtaining data containing pages; and 
generation means for, when said obtainment means has obtained data 

containing pages, generating a new chapter which is different from chapters 

currently contained in the document data and which contains the pages obtained 

by said obtainment means. 
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(See, Orr, figures 19-22, and 38, and col. 23, line 63 through col. 26, line 44, teaching 
the insertion of a word processing document into another document. 

Orr does not expressly teach that the document "contains chapters." It would 
have been obvious to one or ordinary skill in the art that insertion of word processing 
text into a document may include a situation wherein the document is a part of a book or 
a "chapter." 

The Examiner takes official notice of the fact that it was well known by one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention that word processors were used to 
write books with the ability to edit the text in the books, that some form of "attainment 
means" was used for identifying content to be edited into a word processing document, 
and that such editing was done with such commonly available word processing 
programs as Wordstar, Word Perfect, and Microsoft Word. It was further well known 
that books may include chapters, and that the editing of text in a book may result in the 
editing of text in a chapter to result in a "new chapter." 

It is inherent that insertion of a new word processing document into a old 
document results in a new combined document. Therefore, it is also inherent that if the 
old document was a "chapter," as was well known to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention, the new combined document would, necessarily and inherently, be 
a "new chapter which is different from chapters currently contained in document data.") 
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Regarding dependent claim 21, Orr teaches: 

An apparatus according to claim 20, wherein said obtainment means 
obtains data containing pages by import, and 

said generation means generates a new chapter containing the pages 
obtained by said obtainment means by import to insert the new chapter into the 
document data. 

(See, Orr, col. 24, lines 4-56, teaching an obtainment means by "import" identifying 
means of import such as file name, URL address, computer interface, computer 
network, etc. 

See, Orr, col. 23, line 63 through col. 26, line 44, teaching "inserting" as 
"dropping" to generate a new document. 

As discussed in rejection of claim 21, above, the document of as a "chapter" 
would have been obvious to one or ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention.) 

Regarding dependent claim 22, Orr teaches: 

An apparatus according to claim 20, wherein, in response to an instruction 
to divide a chapter contained in the document data, said obtainment means 
obtains data containing pages constituting a portion of the chapter instructed to 
be divided, and 

said generation means generates a new chapter containing the pages 
obtained by said obtainment means to insert the new chapter into the document 
data. 
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(See, Orr, figures 19-21, and col. 24, line 57 through col. 26, line 44, teaching dividing a 
document and that new text is inserted into the document, which may be pages inserted 
into a chapter, and a new chapter is created. Orr does not expressly teach that the new 
document is a chapter. As discussed in rejection of claim 21 , above, the document of 
as a "chapter" would have been obvious to one or ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention.) 

Regarding claims 23-25: 

a 

Claims 23-25 incorporate substantially similar subject matter as claimed in claims 
20-22 and are rejected along the same rationale. 

6. It is noted that any citations to specific, pages, columns, lines, or figures in the 
prior art references and any interpretation of the references should not be considered to 
be limiting in any way. A reference is relevant for all it contains and may be relied upon 
for all that it would have reasonably suggested to one having ordinary skill in the art. 
See, MPEP2123. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicants' arguments filed April 14, 2006 have been fully considered, but they 
are not persuasive. 
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Regarding rejections of claims 1, 7, and 18: 

Applicants argue specifically in reference to claim 1, and inferentially to claims 7 
and 18 as corresponding claims to claim 1. 

First: Applicants argue that the references do not disclose or suggest "editing a 
document by generating a new group containing a new page and inserting the new 
group into the document in accordance with an instruction accepted from a user." See, 
Amendment, paged 12-13. 

The Examiner disagrees. 

See, Orr, Figures 19-23, and col. 23, line 63 through col. 26, line 44, teaching 
dropping content into a document. Specifically, the content "group" may include content 
such as a title, a first subheading with a body of text, and a second subheading with two 
bodies of text. See, Orr, col. 24, lines 8-19. The "group" is then dropped, or "inserted" 
into the group in accordance with instruction from a user. See, Orr, col. 24, lines 36-56. 
User actions may be performed in a variety of well known ways. See, Orr, col. 24, lines 
36-45. The old content and the new content then become a new "group." See, Orr, 
figure 19, element 288, teaching dropping or inserting a "page." 

Second: Applicants argue that the references do not disclose or suggest 
"displaying objects including an object corresponding to the new group, using the edited 
document." See, Amendment, paged 12-13. 

The Examiner disagrees. 

See, Orr, figure 19, teaching the display of the objects corresponding to the new 
group, elements 284 and 286, using the edited document, element 282. 



Application/Control Number: 10/726,708 Page 18 

Art Unit: 2176 

Regarding rejections of claims 13, 17, and 19: 

Applicants argue specifically in reference to claim 13, and inferentially to claims 
17 and 19 as corresponding claims to claim 13. 

Applicants argue that the references do not disclose or suggest "separating 
arbitrary partial tree data in a tree structure into a plurality of partial tree data, an 
attribute of each separated partial tree with an attribute of a node of the partial tree data 
in accordance with an attribute before separation." See, Amendment, pages 13-14. 

The Examiner disagrees. 

Neither claim 13, 17, nor 19 specify the argued limitation. 

The correct limitation, which is believed by the Examiner to have been intended 
to be quoted by the Applicants is: " when separating arbitrary partial tree data in a tree 
structure into a plurality of partial tree data, replacing an attribute of each separated 
partial tree with an attribute of a node of the partial tree data in accordance with an 
attribute before separation." (Emphasis added.) 

In the interest of compact prosecution, it is noted that Orr teaches the limitation. 
Specifically, see, Orr, figures 20, 21, 23B, 23C, 23D, and 24, teaching separating partial 
tree data with an attribute of a node in accordance with an attribute before separation. 
Specifically see, Orr, figures 19-21, specifically, figure 21, teaching the separation of the 
partial tree data of the text page into, i.e., text paragraphs, and then reassembling the 
document with the original attributes to the text within the new document, all within the 
"design tree 314." 
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Regarding claims 20 and 23: 

Applicants argue that the references do not disclose or suggest "generating, 
when data containing pages is obtained, a new chapter which is different from chapters 
currently contained in document data and which contains the obtained pages." See, 
Amendment, pages 14-15. 

The Examiner disagrees. 

See, Orr, figures 19-22, and 38, and col. 23, line 63 through col. 26, line 44, 
teaching the insertion of a word processing document into another document, which 
document may be a "chapter." It is inherent that insertion of a new word processing 
document into a old document results in a new combined document. Therefore, it is 
also inherent that if the old document is a "chapter," the new combined document 
would, necessarily and inherently, be a "new chapter which is different from chapters 
currently contained in document data." 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS for the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
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mailed until after the end of the THREE MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael K. Botts whose telephone number is 571-272- 
5533. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8:00-4:00 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Heather Herndon can be reached on 571-272-4136. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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